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WW elcome to the first issue of The Envoy, D istrict 9Õs 
newsletter for the 2008-2010 Biennium. An ÒenvoyÓ is a 

messengerÉ an emissaryÉ and thatÕs exactly what this 
newsletter is. Not only will it carry my message but also that of 
the Area D irectors and the D istrict Committee Chairmen. But 
an envoyÕs success is only counted in the number of messages 
delivered, so hit that ÒforwardÓ button and send this news to the 
farthest corners of ÒZonta W orld!Ó 
As excited as I am to serve as D istrict 9Õs Governor for this 
biennium, IÕm equally as nervous! ItÕs been nine months since you 
elected me during the 2007 Conference on the gorgeous island 
of HawaiiÉ plenty of time to prepare. Heck, you can have a baby 
in that amount of time!! 
I asked the incoming Area D irectors to do some research for me so in this issue 
youÕll see D istrict 9Õs current status. Check out the results to see how many clubs 
participate in the Casa Hogar project or how many have newsletters or conduct 
orientation.  
The bienniumÕs goals were developed from these statistics. In each newsletter, IÕll 
report on our progress on these goals. You are, after all, the stockholders of our 
business, District 9, Inc.  
Do you like this bienniumÕs them, The Magic of Zonta? Thanks to Rene Mansho, Z C 
Leilehue, for helping me clarify my vision! There truly is magic in our working 
together. I pledge to you that I will do the very best for Zonta and D istrict 9 that I 
possibly can each and every day. 

Thank you for your support during my term,  

Karen  
gov@zontadistrict9.org 

 
PS: Mark your calendar now for our D istrict Conference, October 8-11, 2009, 
historic Mission Inn, Riverside, California. 
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An Air Force brat, Governor Karen Foissotte  loves to travel and hasnÕt 
missed a Zonta International Convention since she joined the Zonta 
Club (ZC) of Greater Reno in December 1998. She owns an interior 
design company and agrees that brown is the new 
black in home dŽcor. 
 
 
 

Laura PetersÕ energy and enthusiasm for life is boundless and 
we are all lucky she was elected our Lt. Governor, with the 
responsibility for District 9Õs membership health. She earned 
her Òmembership chopsÓ by helping to establish ZC Long 
Beach. Not only is she bilingual, sheÕs trilingualÉso bon jour, 
bien venidos, welcome, Laura! 
 

 
If love2bead were your online name, what would your hobby be? Just one 
look at Debbie WaltzerÕs jewelry creations answers that questionÉ
beautifully crafted, unique designs. A teacher by profession and a member 
of ZC Riverside, she will serve as the DistrictÕs Secretary and the 
GovernorÕs Ògo toÓ Zontian. 
 
 
 
Becky Cutler -Gunn  is the CFO of a real estate 

management company so our district finances are in good 
hands! A member of ZC Salt Lake, she celebrates her Zonta 
silver anniversary this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
Area 1 Director, Lori -Ann Gertonson , ZC Berkeley/North Bay, is 
writing 2 books simultaneously. Soon sheÕll have to add ÒauthorÓ to her 
current classification, Doctor of Chiropractic. 
 

Meet your Board of Directors 
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Dist r ict 9 Governor 
Karen Foissot te 

Area 1 Director  
Lor i-Ann Gertonson 

Treasurer 
Becky Cut ler-Gunn 

Secretary 
Debbie Waltzer 

Lt. Governor 
Laura Peters 
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Ask Renay Sprague , owner of a motorcycle dealership, about her 
tattoo! A longtime member of ZC Porterville, sheÕs eager to assume 
her duties as Area 2 Director. 
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Area 5 Director  
Mary Cannon 

Area 6 Director  
Peggy Winchester 

Area 4 Director  
Paula Campbell  

Area 2 Director  
Renay Sprrague 

Area 7 Director  
Suzie Schulberg 

Born in England and a naturalized Canadian citizen, Nickie 
Bonner  is a freelance television producer. SheÕs ready for her 
close up as a member of ZC Burbank and Director, Area 3. 

A school nurse and a nurturing, spiritual woman, Paula Campbell , will 
serve the clubs of Area 4. ZC Irvine/Saddleback Valley has been her home 
club since 2000. 

Area 3 Director  
Nickie Bonner 

A Òbig gunÓ on the board, Mary Cannon  serves as a faculty 
member in the Baccalaureate Nursing Program at California State 
University San Bernardino. SheÕs a member of ZC Redlands and 
enjoys riding her motorcycle, named Therapy. MaryÕs area, #5, is 
proud to host our district conference in October 2009. 

With big plans for the biennium, District 9 needs two Òbig gunsÓ and the 
second is Peggy  Winchester , ZC Casa Grande. An avid photographer 
and scrap booker, Peggy plans to visit every major league ballpark and 
presidential library.  

Every board of directors needs a little ÒalohaÓ and Suzie 
Schulberg , Director, Area 7, brings it with her wherever 
she goes. She can also blow her own horn, having been an 
award-winning trumpet player! 

The incoming board has been privileged to meet not once but twice prior to becoming Òofficial.Ó 
D9 Leadership Development Chairman Charlene Daniels helped us develop a mission 
statement: 

We will lead District 9 with enthusiasm, integrity, courage and purpose.  
This is our vision, our mantra and our pledge to you, the Zontians of District 9. 
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Where Are We Today? 
 
At Governor FoissotteÕs direction, the incoming Area D irectors surveyed their clubs. W ith 26 of 33 
clubs reporting, hereÕs a look at D istrict 9 by the numbers: 

 
W ere you surprised at some of these numbers? Your Board of D irectors wasÉ surprised and 

mystified at some, indignant at others and totally encouraged by a couple. 

The board is taking a zero-based planning approachÉ budgeting, marketing, 
strategizing. Mark Twain said If you always do what youÕve always done, youÕll 
always get what youÕve always got! D istrict 9 deserves the best we can do!  

For example, both Governor Julie Tulang and Governor Barbara White 
looked hard at Membership, what we were doing and how we were doing it. 
Their boards made a plan and worked it. No longer do we just wring our 
hands over membership. W e celebrate healthy growth and are being noticed 
by other districts. 

During this biennium, weÕll take that  same approach to all the other 
par ts of our Zonta experience. 

ITEM %  COM MENTS 

YWPA 46 This amazing program is ready for club participation  

JMK 35 Women in business, letÕs get behind this program 

1/3 to ZIF 92 Why isnÕt this 100%  

Casa Hogar 31 D9Õs service project 

Membership Plan 65  

O rientation 69  

Deborah Roberts program 27 D9Õs club recognition program 

Advocacy 50 A new concept for us 

Youth Dev/Z C lub 42  

Rose Day/IW D 62  

Newsletter 77 Bravo! 

District Goals f or the Biennium 

If you always do 

what youÕve 

always done, 

youÕll always get 

what youÕve 

always got! 
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Where Do We Go From Here? 
With the survey results forming our baseline, we developed these goals: 

 

 

ITEM GOAL 

Focus on the mission  All clubs will review service projects, programs and advocacy efforts to insure 
they Òadvance the status of women.Ó 
 

Service 100% of clubs will contribute at least 1/3 of service dollars to the Zonta 
International Foundation. 
 

Membership We will reach a total membership of 900 by May 31, 2010. 
We will establish 4 new clubs. 
There will be no clubs under 15 members. 
90% of clubs will have Membership Plans. 
90% of clubs will conduct Orientation. 
 

Administration/ 
Administrivia 

We will streamline all functions, reports, projects, programs & meetings. 
 

Financial We will meet 95% of budget targets. 

Committee  
Chairmen 

We will Invite at least 2 committee chairmen to each board meeting. 
We will hold a meeting of all committee chairmen. 
 

Area Meetings 100% of clubs will be represented. 
75% attendance of host club/33% attendance from visiting clubs. 
 

YWPA We will increase participation from 46% to 75%. 

JMK We will increase participation from 35% to 60%. 

Advocacy 90% of clubs will conduct an advocacy project. 

Youth Dev/ 
Z  C lub/ 
Golden Z 

We will increase the number of clubs with a Youth Development project, a Z. 
Club or a Golden Z. Club to 75%. 
 

Casa Hogar The Service Committee will review this project and make recommendations by 
September 1, 2008. 

Deborah Roberts A task force will review this project and make recommendations by September 1, 
2008. 

D9 Rules of 
Procecure 

The Bylaws & Resolutions Committee will review our current document by January 1, 
2009. 
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TT 
he 59th Zonta International Convention, ÒG lobal Empowerment Through 
Local Action,Ó was held in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, from June 27th to 
July 2nd, 2008.  As Governor, it was my privilege to represent D istrict 9 at 
the convention and to carry the vote of D istrict 9.  The first event of the 

convention was the Flag Hoisting, which occurred on Friday morning near the 
Erasmus Bridge.  The setting was impressive Ð the beautiful bridge over the river, 
flags of all nations flying overhead representing the multi-cultural population of 
Rotterdam, and in honor of Zonta International (ZI), the flags of the USA, the 
Philippines, Zonta International and the convention were raised. Rotterdam 
dignitaries, including the Mayor, were present.   
 
DISTRICT 9 MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

¥ Lollie Harper of the Zonta International Foundation (ZIF) recognized the 
clubs of Newport Harbor and Santa C larita for each giving over $20,000 to 
the Zonta International Foundation during the biennium. 

¥ D istrict 9 was recognized as being the number one D istrict in giving during 
the biennium, with a total of $367,398.93 having been donated. 

¥ Foundation Ambassador Joy O rlich presented individuals and clubs who 
donated over $500 to the foundation with awards. 

¥ Deborah Roberts Awards were presented. 
¥ Karen Foissotte presented a Membership summary, noting that our May 

2008 membership was 5.2% over May 2007. W ith North American 
membership decreasing in general, this is a significant achievement. 

¥ Karen reviewed her goals and plans for the new biennium, themed ÒThe 
Magic of Zonta.Ó  I presented her with the D istrict 9 gavel. 

¥ Karen then presented me with the D istrict GovernorÕs gift Ð a beautiful 
bracelet of gold and silver rings with the Zonta emblem on a circle.  Karen 
fastened it on my arm, and I have not had it off since that moment!  Thank 
you, D istrict 9, and Patricia Berning and BerningÕs Fine Jewelry who 
created the bracelet!  I will enjoy the bracelet throughout the coming 
years, and it will remind me of the wonderful experiences that I had as 
your Governor!   
 
SATURDAY ACTIVITIES included First Timer and Delegate/Alternate 
O rientation, workshops and the Opening Ceremonies.  D istrict 9 was very 
honored to have Robin Savage-Thompson, President of the Zonta C lub of 
Hanalei, carrying the flag of the USA to begin the flag parade.  The Keynote 
speaker was Mrs. Akua Kuenyehia, First Vice-President of the International 
Criminal Court, The Hague, and a member of the Zonta C lub of Accra, 
Ghana.  Past D istrict 29 Governor, Gabriele Springer, presented a new 
variety of yellow roses, which was christened with champagne by ZI 
President O livia Ferry and Minister of Economic Affairs, Maria Van der 
Hoeven.  This rose is now available in the global flower market as the 
Z O N TA PLUS rose.  A reception followed.   

 

Report f rom Rotterdam 

P a ge 6  t he Envoy 

Flag hoist ing at Convent ion 
site near the Erasmus 
Bridge 

Governor Barbara White 
presents gavel to incoming 

Governor Karen Foissot te 

Governor Karen at the Gouda 
factoryÑ YUM! 
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SUNDAY  started with the memorial service: all Zontians who passed away during the 
biennium were recognized by name and district.  Business Session 1 covered reports and 
candidate speeches and it was followed by the ÒMeet the CandidatesÓ session. I am told that 
ÒGoing DutchÓ dinners in member homes were a very successful event.  However, I was very 
honored and privileged to represent D istrict 9 at the ZIF Reception, which was also held that 
evening.   
 
MONDAY included elections, business session number 2 with reports and the results of the 
Elections: 

President Elect: D ianne K. Curtis       Congratulations, Dianne!  
 Vice-President: Lynn McKenzie 
 Treasurer/Secretary: G loria Stootman W risten 
 D irectors 2008-10: Ingeborg Geyer 
        Ma. Victoria Vergel de Dios 
                   Heddy Tangen Steffensen  
        Lynn R. Goodhue 
 D irectors 2009-2011:  Sonja Honig Schough 
        Kirsi Nickels 
        Beryl McMillan 
 
  
   
District 9 earned the #2 spot in the world for membership increase! That evening a civic reception 
was held at the Laurenskerk, and it was followed by a small reception (organized by the 
Newport Harbor C lub) for D ianne Curtis and Karen Foissotte.   
 
TUESDAY included business session number 3: International Service and ZISVA W reports, 
presentation of the 2008-2010 biennial goals, and discussion of the dues increase proposal.  
Corporate Social Responsibility Events took place in various locations that evening.   
 
WEDNESDAY concluded the convention with the Final Business session and the 
Installation Ceremony with the passing of the pins from Governors, ZI officers and 
D irectors to their successors.  Congratulations, Governor Foissotte!  There was a 
picnic in the park early that afternoon, and that evening, the Rotterdam 
Philharmonic O rchestra presented a concert, which was followed by a Farewell 
reception.   
 

 
BYLA WS PROPOSALS THAT PASSED and one that didnÕt: (Proposals not listed either 
were not adopted or were not considered.) 
 
A.1. Article VI, O fficers and D irectors, Section 2. ZI D irectors. (b) Election, Term of O ffice. 

IBL. p 12.  Adopted. This changes the term of office of ZI D irectors so that all directors 
take office at the end of convention and replaces staggered terms Ðeffective 2012.   

 
A.2. Article II, Zonta International Nominating Committee, Section 5, Duties. (b) (2). IBL. p. 19  

Adopted. This relates to Article A.1.  
 

       Nominating Committee:  
        Sharron Miles 
        Anu Hamalaainen 
        Josephine Kolapo Odedina 
                   Elisabeth W oodgate 
        O livia A. Ferry 
        Irene W iese von O fen 

      Ronda W alker 
        Mary Benoit 
        Sally F. Rankin 

A lit t le local color. 
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C .1. Article XII, Committees, Section 7. Eliminations of the ZI Public      Relations 
and Communications Committee. IBL p. 21.  Failed by a very slim margin! This 
resolution would have eliminated the PR&C committee, and would have placed 
the burden of PR&C on districts and clubs.  The committee will continue to 
function, but it is currently un-funded because the ZI board expected this 
amendment to pass, budgeting accordingly.  

 
C.2. Article XII, committees, Section 8. Status of Women Service Committee. IBL. p. 

21.  Adopted.  This renames the ST WS Committee to Service Committee. 
 
C .3. Article XII, Committees, Section 8. Status of Women Service Committee. IBL p 

21.  Adopted. This creates a separate Legislative Awareness & Advocacy (LAA) 
Committee. 

 
E.1. Article XIV, C lubs, Section 2. Members. (e) Referral Privileges. IBL p. 34. 

Adopted.  Allows a member to easily transfer membership to another club.   
 
E.2.Article XIV, clubs Section 2.  Members.  (b) C lassified Member. IBL.P33.  

Adopted!!!  This amendment opens membership in Zonta to persons who have 
the required experience, but who are not now actively engaged in business, as 
has been the requirement. Persons who work part-time, who are on leave of 
absence, or who are retired, etc. and who have professional/executive 
experience are now qualified to join Zonta!  

 
The dues increase was adopted in part.  The dues increase of $15 will become 
effective June 1, 2009 (not retroactive to June 1, 2008 as proposed.)  
 
A request will be made to all Zontians that they consider making a donation of 
$15 to ZI for the current year for the current operating budget and to help to 
decrease the deficit created by not making this dues increase retroactive. The 
proposal for a $1.00 dues increase at the beginning of each biennium was not 
considered.   

 
Plan on attending the 60th Zonta International Convention, 
June 24-30, 2010 in San Antonio, Texas! See yÕall there.  

 

Barbara White, Past Governor 
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Rich Old-World style welcomes Zont ians with a 
recept ion in Rot terdam  
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District 9 Committee Chairmen 2 008- 2 010 
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Commit tee Chairman/Club 

Bylaws & Resolut ions Wanda Brush 
Z C Newport Harbor, C A 

Finance Darleen Lyons 
Z C Santa C larita Valley, C A 

Organizat ion, Membership & Classificat ion Laura Peters, Lt . Governor 
Z C Newport Harbor, C A 

United Nat ions Grace Farenbaugh 
Z C Burbank, C A 

Legislat ive Awareness & Advocacy Kolua Seiko 
Z C Newport Harbor, C A 

Service (includes International and Local Service) Mele Spencer 
Z C Leilehue, HI 

Leadership Development Charlene Daniels 
Z C Redlands, C A 

Youth Development (includes Z C lub & Golden Z) Debbie Dodds 

Z C Porterville, C A 

Amelia Earhar t , Jane M. Klausman, Y WPA See Service Chairman 

Conference 2009 Lori Mont igel 

Z C Riverside, C A 

Newslet ter Editor Barbara Brown 
Z C East Valley, A Z 

Nominat ing Chairman Wendy Weeks 
Z C Newport Harbor, C A 

Foundat ion Ambassador Lee Ann Ayers 
Z C Nogales, A Z 

IT/ Webmaster Anna Walker 

ZC Conejo Valley, CA 

Historian Evelyn Guenther 
Z C East Valley, A Z 
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Barbara Brown, Newsletter 
Editor 

E-mail: zontadistrict9.org  
 

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL  
DISTRICT 9 

 

The Magic of Zonta 

The Magic of Zonta. 

Take a moment to 
Mark your calendars NOW! 

 

Dist r ict  9 Conference 
 

Zonta in Action 
 

October 8-11, 2009 
 

at the historic Mission Inn 
Riverside, California 


